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the four Epistles if brief, yet sufficiently comprehensive.
Little here is new, but the best results of conservative
scholarship are placed before us in excellent form. The
author's method is to take up the Epistles chapter by
chapter, give first a brief digest of each, then the inter
pretation, and this followed by a series of pithy and
pointed practical remarks. The commentary proper is
praiseworthy, the difficult passages, such as Heb. 6: 4-S
and 1 Pet. 3: 19-20 are well handled. A serious fault is
the fineness of the type, otherwise it is an admirable Peo-
ples Commentary. J. J. REJ:~.

James the Lord's Brother.
By WilHam Patrick, D.D., Principal Manitoba College, Winnipeg.

T. & T. Clark, Edinburgh. Charles Scribner's Sons, New York. 111011.
Price $2.00 net. Pages 369.

This is a needed book, for James has not before been
adequately treated in a separate volume. There is noth
ing startling in the discussion, but there is something far
better. The author is eminently sane and well-balanced.
His discussion is comprehensive, is just, scholarly, and
satisfactory. It is not a mere traditional repetition of
previous opinions, but a carefully reasoned statement of
all that we really know about James. This volume will
help e-very student of the New Testament. It is the kind
of book of which we have all too few. The author de
nies that those who came "from James" to Antioch rep
resented the mind of James. He holds also that James
does not oppose Paul's idea of faith. "The reality or
faith can be attested only by works" (p. 326.)

A. T. ROBERTSON.

The Epistles ofPeter.
By the Rev. J. H. Jowett, M. A. New York. A. C. Armstrong &

Son. 1906.

The indefatigable Dr. Robertson Nicoll has undertaken
to edit a new series of commentaries to be entitled" 'I'he
Practical Commentary on the New Testament." The
third volume of the series is on the Epistles of Peter,.
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and is prepared by the Rev. J. H. Jowett, the brilliant
successor of Dr. Dale at the Carr's-lane church Birming
ham. In the advertisements of this series reference is
explicitly made to Dr. Nicoll's earlier success, the well
known "Expositor's Bible," and thus comparison be
comes almost inevitable. The earlier volume on Peter
by Professor Lumby was more than half larger than that
now put out by Mr.•Jowett, and, laying the books to
gether, seems throughout more soundly exegetical. On
the other hand it must at once be recognized that Jowett
is constantly more suggestive and stimulating than was
his predecessor. No introductory matter is furnished,
even for the much disputed Second Epistle. The present
reviewer has certainly no objection to the conclusion that
Peter wrote it, but to assume it without a word of justifi
cation or discussion appears scarcely the most helpful
course in these days of widespread questioning, when one
needs to be able to give a reason for his conclusions as
well as his faith. Much, not to say most, of Jowett's book
is homiletical rather than exegetical in tone and temper.
It begins with a striking example (on 1 Peter i. 3-5):
, 'How easily these early disciples break into doxology!
Whenever some winding in the way of their thought
brings the grace of God into view, the song leaps to their
lips. The glory of grace strikes the chords of their hearts
into music, and life resounds with exuberant praise,"
and so on for a full page. There is a whole chapter of
twelve pages on "Be pitiful I" (1 Pet. iii. 9). The theo
logical position of the author it is not easy to gather from
his book. These Epistles themselves are to be sure rather
practical than theological, andthe few theological teach
ings are ignored, it would seem studiously ignored, by
the author. The thoughts of Peter, that Christ is our sin
bearer on the tree, and that we are to be sprinkled with
his blood, seem not to be touched upon at all. The acute
ness of the sufferings of Jesus is emphasized with reiter
ated assertions (pp. 139-'42), but that is about all. The
most definite teaching which the reviewer has noted is
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in connection with the words "By whose stripes ye were
healed, , (p. 99). "Do not let us overlook the experience
because we cannot find an explanation. Do not let us re
ject the fact because we cannot contrive a theory. The
sorest places in human life, the raw, festering wounds of
indwelling sin, can only be remedially touched by the
healing influence of his stripes." One will naturally turn
also to the discussion of "the spirits in prison" (1 Pet.
iii. 19, 20). From this passage the author draws the con
clusion, "No man 's destiny is to be fixed until he has
heard of Christ" (p. 144), but as usual no reason is given
for the statement. Here at least it might fairly be said
that exegetical justification of the position taken is im
peratively demanded, but it is searched for in vain. The
book as a whole will doubtless be found a helpful stimulus
for many preachers; if only it had been made even more
helpful! D. F. ESTES.

The Bible and Christian Life.
By Walter Lock, D. D., Warden of Keble Colleg-e, Oxford; Dean

Ireland's Professor of Exegesis. Methuen &; Oo., 36 Essex street, Lon
don, W. C., England. 1906. Price, six shillings.

Dr. Lock has a ripened culture and a balanced judg
ment that show to great advantage in this collection of
essays. They are partly critical and exegetical and part
ly practical. The discussion of The Sources of the Pro
logue of St. John's Gospel, Presuppositions of N. T.
Study, and the Christology of the Earlier Chapters of
the Acts of the Apostles is rich in original suggestion and
penetrating insight. Common sense is applied to matters
of criticism, a trait by no means common among great
scholars. Dr. Lock accepts more of the modern critical
view of the O. T. than I think the facts justify and a Bap
tist cannot indorse the ecclesiastical views at all points.
But for great ability blended with rich scholarship and
real wisdom these papers have a high place. They are
modern in spirit, devout in tone, and really edifying and
stimulating. One is grateful to Dr. Lock for publishing
the volume. A. T. RoBERTSON.
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